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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2,4-15,17-26,28-39,41-52,54-66,68-87,89-101,103-146 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Wyman(US 5,438,508). 

Claims 1,4,6,8-10: Wyman disclose condition for use of item by recipient, condition indicating 
use of item by recipient subject to control by a stakeholder in (col.20,lines 36-47). Wyman does not 
specifically disclose specifying by a provider of an item a rights expression. It would have been obvious 
to person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Wyman to include rights expression in 
order to minimize misuse or tampering by the recipient so that recipient is informed of customer's right to 
access and right to entitlement and refrain from committing an illegal activities. 

Claim 2: Wyman disclose obtaining permission for use of item by a first repository from a second 
repository and controlling second repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in (fig. 1). 

Claim 5: Wyman disclose condition specified by stakeholder use of item by recipient is subject to 
authorization by a stakeholder in (col.20, lines 36-47). 

Claim 7: Wyman disclose indicating at least one of respective conditions indicating that use of 
item by recipient is subject to respective conditions of a plurality of stakeholders in (col.33,lines 45-63). 

Claim 11-14: Wyman disclose master license in (fig. 1,4). 

Claim 15: Wyman disclose accessing one or more pointer to reference one or more pointers to 
master license to perform checking step in (fig.4,7). 
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Claims 17-20: Wyman disclose employing a central control repository that at least one of 
references rights expression and is referenced by item , central control repository including at latest 
version of rights expression; checking central control repository for latest version of rights expression and 
controlling central control repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in (fig.7 and 
col.7,lines 42-45). 

Claim 21: Wyman disclose usage right in (col.33,lines 58-61). 

Claim 22: Wyman disclose access to item in (fig.7). 

Claim 23: Wyman disclose recipient includes at least one of a user of item, a distributor of item 
and a consumer of item in (col.20,lines 62-67). 

Claim 24: Wyman disclose item includes at least one of digital content, digital goods, digital 
services, non-digital content, non-digital goods and non-digital services in (col. 10,lines 46-50). 

Claims 25,28,30,32-36,44: Wyman disclose condition for use of item by recipient, condition 
indicating use of item by recipient subject to control by a stakeholder in (col.20,lines 36-47). Wyman 
does not specifically disclose specifying by a provider of an item a rights expression. It would have been 
obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Wyman to include rights 
expression in order to minimize misuse or tampering by the recipient so that recipient is informed of 
customer's right to access and right to entitlement and refrain from committing an illegal activities. 

Claim 26: Wyman disclose obtaining permission for use of item by a first repository from a 
second repository and controlling second repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in 
(%!)• 

Claim 29: Wyman disclose condition specified by a stakeholder use of item by recipient is subject 
to authorization by a stakeholder in (col.20,lines 36-47). 

Claim 3 1 : Wyman disclose condition specified by a stakeholder use of item by recipient is subject 
to authorization by a stakeholder in (col.20,lines 37-47). 
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Claim 37: Wyman disclose master license in (fig.1,4). 

Claims 38-39: Wyman disclose accessing one or more pointer to reference one or more pointers 
to master license to perform checking step in (fig.4,7). 

Claims 41-43: Wyman disclose employing a central control repository that at least one of 
references rights expression and is referenced by item , central control repository including at latest 
version of rights expression; checking central control repository for latest version of rights expression and 
controlling central control repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in (fig.7 and 
col.7,lines 42-45). 

Claim 45: Wyman disclose usage right in (col. 33, lines 58-61). 

Claim 46: Wyman disclose access to item in (fig.7). 

Claim 47: Wyman disclose recipient includes at least one of a user of item, a distributor of item 
and a consumer of item in (col.20,lines 62-67). 

Claim 48: Wyman disclose item includes at least one of digital content, digital goods, digital 
services, non-digital content, non-digital goods and non-digital services in (col.l0,lines 46-50). 

Claims 49-50: Wyman disclose specifying means for associating and means for controlling 
comprises computer readable instructions recorded on a computer readable medium in (fig.7). 

Claims 51,54-56,58-60,79-84: Wyman disclose condition for use of item by recipient, condition 
indicating use of item by recipient subject to control by a stakeholder in (col.20,lines 36-47). Wyman 
does not specifically disclose specifying by a provider of an item a rights expression. It would have been 
obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Wyman to include rights 
expression in order to minimize misuse or tampering by the recipient so that recipient is informed of 
customer's right to access and right to entitlement and refrain from committing an illegal activities. 
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Claim 52: Wyman disclose obtaining permission for use of item by a first repository from a 
second repository and controlling second repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in 
(fig-1). 

Claim 57: Wyman disclose indicating at least one of respective conditions indicating that use of 
item by recipient is subject to respective conditions of a plurality of stakeholders in (col.33,lines 45-63). 

Claims 61-64: Wyman disclose master license and controlling the use of item by the provider in 
(fig.1,4). 

Claims 65-66: Wyman disclose accessing one or more pointer to reference one or more pointers 
to master license to perform checking step in (fig.4,7). 

Claims 68-72: Wyman disclose employing a central control repository that at least one of 
references rights expression and is referenced by item , central control repository including at latest 
version of rights expression; checking central control repository for latest version of rights expression and 
controlling central control repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in (fig.7 and 
col.7,lines 42-45). 

Claim 73: Wyman disclose usage right in (col.33,lines 58-61). 

Claim 74: Wyman disclose access to item in (fig.7). 

Claim 75-78: Wyman disclose recipient includes at least one of a user of item, a distributor of 
item and a consumer of item in (col.20, lines 62-67). 

Claim 85: Wyman disclose item includes at least one of digital content, digital goods , digital 
services, non-digital content, non-digital goods and non-digital seivices in (col.lOJines 46-50). 

Claims 86,89,91-95,1 1 1-1 19: Wyman disclose condition for use of item by recipient, condition 
indicating use of item by recipient subject to control by a stakeholder in (col.20,lines 36-47). Wyman 
does not specifically disclose specifying by a provider of an item a rights expression. It would have been 
obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Wyman to include rights 
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expression in order to minimize misuse or tampering by the recipient so that recipient is informed of 
customer's right to access and right to entitlement and refrain from committing an illegal activities. 

Claim 87: Wyman disclose obtaining permission for use of item by a first repository from a 
second repository and controlling second repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in 
(fig-1). 

Claim 90: Wyman disclose indicating at least one of respective conditions indicating that use of 
item by recipient is subject to respective conditions of a plurality of stakeholders in (col.33,lines 45-63). 

Claims 96-99: Wyman disclose employing master license that at least one of references rights 
expression and is referenced by item, including a latest version of rights expression and checking master 
license for latest version of rights expression and controlling master license by provider to control use of 
item by recipient in (fig. 1 ,4). 

Claims 100-101: Wyman disclose accessing one or more pointer to reference one or more 
pointers to master license to perform checking step in (fig.4,7). 

Claims 103-107: Wyman disclose employing a central control repository that at least one of 
references rights expression and is referenced by item , central control repositoiy including at latest 
version of rights expression; checking central control repositoiy for latest version of rights expression and 
controlling central control repository by stakeholder to control use of item by recipient in (fig.7 and 
col.7,lines 42-45). 

Claim 108: Wyman disclose usage right in (col.33, lines 58-61). 

Claim 109: Wyman disclose access to item in (fig.7). 

Claim 110: Wyman disclose recipient includes at least one of a user of item, a distributor of item 
and a consumer of item in (col.20,lines 62-67). 

Claim 120: Wyman disclose item includes at least one of digital content, digital goods, digital 
services, non-digital content, non-digital goods and non-digital services in (col.l0,lines 46-50). 
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Claim 121-122: Wyman disclose specifying means for associating and means for controlling 
comprises computer readable instructions recorded on a computer readable medium in (fig.7). 

Claims 123-133: Wyman disclose condition for use of item by recipient, condition indicating use 
of item by recipient subject to control by a stakeholder in (col.20,lines 36-47). Wyman does not 
specifically disclose specifying by a provider of an item a rights expression. It would have been obvious 
to person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Wyman to include rights expression in 
order to minimize misuse or tampering by the recipient so that recipient is informed of customer's right to 
access and right to entitlement and refrain from committing an illegal activities. 

Claims 134-146: See claims rejection 123-133 above. 

Claims 3,27,53,88 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wyman(US 
5,438,508) in view of Terao et al(US 6,690,794). 

Claims 3,27,53,88: Wyman does not specifically disclose digital ticket that references rights 
expression. Terao disclose this limitation in (fig.2). It would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time invention was made to employ digital ticket as taught in Terao with system of 
Wyman in order to control data distribution and prevent replay attacks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-146 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1-24,50-85,123-133: The invention as claimed does not pertain to a tangible product as 
the recitation of the method denotes. For such claims to be statutoiy they must be embodied within a 
tangible computer medium such as hard drives or some other computer hardware form. 
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Claims 25-49,86-122,134-146 directed to a system for controlling a rights expression specifying 
use of an item. Claimed system must include hardware to realize any of the functionality of the claims 
and produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. Absent recitation of such hardware as part of the 
claimed system, it is considered non-statutory. 

Claims 1-146: The claimed invention does not produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result. The 
controlling by stakeholder use of item by recipient based on condition in rights expression is not 
sufficient to satisfy the requirements of U.S.C 101 requiring that a process produce a useful, concrete and 
tangible result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2-3,26-27,52-53,87-88,123,134 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The language like "permission" or "allowing" are indefinite. It's unclear what 
Applicant's intended metes and bounds of the claim are, since the claim appears to cover anything and 
everything that does not prohibit actions from occurring. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 16,40,67,102 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

USPTO Contact Information 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to HOSUK SONG whose telephone number is 5712723857. The examiner can normally be 
reached on mon-fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, KIM 
VU can be reached on 5712723859. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/HOSUK SONG/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2135 



